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King Library Adult Book Budget

	#
	Genre
	Author or Publisher
	Title
	Journal
	Price
	Total

	1
	Advice, Self Help 
	Gladwell, Martin
	Blink
	New York Times Book Review
	15.99
	15.99

	2
	Advice, Self Help
	Bansazak, Doreen
	Excuse me, your life is now: mastering the art of attraction
	Library Journal
	15.95
	31.94

	3
	Business, investing
	Cramer James with Cliff Mason
	Jim Cramer’s Mad Money watch TV get rich
	Library Journal
	25.00
	56.94

	4
	Business, investing
	Solin, Daniel
	The smartest investment book you will ever read:  the simple stress free way to reach your wealth goals
	Library Journal
	19.95
	76.89

	5


	Business, Investing
	Ramsey, Dave
	Total money makeover: plan for financial fitness
	Library Journal
	24.99
	101.88

	6
	Career
	Cohen, Carol Fishman & Rabin, Vivian Steir
	Back on the career track: a guide to stay home moms who want to return to work
	Booklist
	24.95
	126.83

	7


	Career
	Moody, Sylvia
	Dyslexia: how to survive and succeed at work
	Library Journal
	15.95
	142.78

	8
	Cookery
	Ed.  Cowin, Dana & Heddings Kate
	Food and wine annual cookbook 2007: an entire year of recipes
	Booklist
	29.95
	172.73

	9 
	Cookery
	American diabetes association
	The complete quick & hearty diabetic cookbook
	Library Jouranl
	14.95
	187.68

	10
	Cookery
	Gower, Eric
	Break away cook: recipes that break away from the ordinary
	Publisher’s Weekly
	29.95
	217.83

	11
	Home
	Eds. Family handyman
	Storage & shelving solutions: over 70 projects and ideas that fit your budget, space, and lifestyle.
	Library Journal
	26.95
	244.78

	12


	Home
	Peters, Rick
	Popular mechanics garage makeovers: adding space without adding on 
	Library Journal
	17.95
	262.73

	13
	Parenting
	Bristland, Michael
	The only boy in the world: a father explores the miracles of autism
	Library Journal
	14.95
	277.68

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14


	Parenting
	Gurian, Michael
	Nurture the nature: understanding and supporting your child’s unique personality
	Publisher’s Weekly
	24.95
	302.63

	15
	Parenting
	Peele, Stanton
	Addiction proof your child: a realistic approach to parenting, drug, alcohol, and other dependencies
	Publisher’s Weekly
	19.95
	322.58

	16
	Reference
	Houghlin Mifflin, 
	The American Heritage College Dictionary  with free CD Rom
	Library Journal
	26.95
	349.53

	17


	Reference
	Posse, Francine
	Reading like a writer: a guide for people who love books and for those who want to write like them
	New York Times Review
	23.95
	373.48

	20


	*Adult Literacy Program
	4 Imprint
	Krypton Pen-minimum quantity (250)
	www.4imprint.com
49 cents each

	122.50
	495.98



On the surface, spending $500 for the library collection should be a rather easy task.  However, the old adage “don’t judge a book by its cover” proved relevant.  The specific guidelines & reviews focused my attention towards certain materials, but made the process more time consuming.


I first decided to limit my purchases to adult books.  Even though the reminders of nearby grade schools and policy for use of School Library Journal suggested I could purchase children’s selections, I followed the letter of the instructions.   Despite the diversity of San Jose, I made an effort to select materials that would appeal to the population as a whole.  The budget was too limited to do otherwise.

Before I examined the reviews, I determined which items to select.  I based this on two factors.  First, I examined the user behaviors within the library community.  I I considered materials for researchers (behavior 1), how-to-doers (behavior 2), and library as a community center (behavior 4).  I weighed in recreational reading to a lesser degree because best-sellers had already been purchased.  If patrons considered the non-fiction materials as recreational --so be it.   With limited funds, I factored my choices heavily on popular circulated items.  Since I have not browsed through the actual shelves, I disregarded replacing or adding items for the purpose of enhancing the breadth and depth of the collection.   Perhaps, a Shakespeare play needs to be replaced.  I may have considered this if I looked through the displays at the library itself.   Highly circulated items like DVDs, language materials, and computer guides were not factored in because they were on the same order form as the best sellers.  In the end, my selections comprised of advice (how-to), business, career, cookery (home), home organization, parenting, and reference.  I attempted to equally distribute the number of resources.  When examining the purchased items, you will usually find 3 items for each genre.   I chose all the books from either reviews and/or best seller lists. 

I considered the education attainment as part of my collection development approach.  I comprised a preliminary list of the non-fiction items listed above.   I would weed out books if the readability was inappropriate.  However, I assessed most of the users would not have difficulty comprehending the items.  I also set aside money to jump start the adult literacy program to enhance community literacy. The highly college community is fertile ground for such a  program.  The number of Bachelor’s degree recipients was 7% higher than the state average (36.5 to 29.5%). I looked for a teaser, item to give to patrons who sign up for the program.  The pens labeled with San Jose Reading program seemed appropriate.  Bookmarks were also considered, but I could not find appropriate ones for an acceptable price. 


 The restrictions on book reviews made this process extremely daunting. Booklist was the most difficult to access because subscription to the service was needed before using the service.   As a result, I scoured through hundreds of reviews on EBSCO to find reviews matching my selection criteria.  I kept within the 2-3 month period due to the overflow. It seemed the New York Times Book Review comprised of certain types of works such as biographies, history, and social issues.  This was helpful with parenting and advice.  For other categories,   I looked at best seller lists and best books of 2006.  Publishers Weekly and Library Journal were the easiest to use.  For both of these sources, I used current reviews and best book lists.  If I was allowed to include Book Browse, Barnes & Noble, and other book reviews, the process would have gone much more smoothly.  Perhaps, the directions should entail the use of any 3 reviews.  This allows more choice and flexibility.  As a librarian, I will depend more on vendors like Baker & Taylor and Ingram which provide reviews, book award listings, etc on their websites I know I will not have extensive hours to read through extensive reviews for refining large portions of the library collection, even if I am assigned collection development.   I will even has less time as an employee of a smaller public library where I may complete reference, children’s services, and paraprofessional duties.  As my intern supervisor suggested, “Why invent the wheel if the information is already there.”

Advice & Self Help


I selected these two items to appeal to the “how to” group.  These literary advice pieces guide readers on achieving personal success.  Martin Gladwell even promoted his book Blink on Dr. Phil last year. 

Business



I found these easy to find because reviews were readily available. I made a consciously chose resources for general investors.  I based this on the title and/or authority of the author.  For example, James Cramer, author of Mad money, is also a well known TV personality and authority on finance.  I considered Joseph Michelli’s The starbuck experience: principles for turning the ordinary into the extraordinary, but did not select because it concentrated more on setting up a business over basic financing.


Career

The career planning guides, I planned on purchasing , like What color is your parachute? or Job hunting for dummies were not reviewed this year. Instead, I chose books that would draw in broad audiences. Sylvia Moody’s Dyslexia: how to survive and succeed in work will interest large segments of the population. I dismissed this title until I read the review to discover that it was not on the topic of dyslexia itself

Cookery, Food

I found many noteworthy cookbook reviews over the past few months.  I deliberately picked food guides for a wide range of cultures and tastes.  Therefore, narrowly focused BBQ, seafood, cheese, and Italian titles were not chosen.  Dana Corwin and Kate Heddings Food and wine annual cookbook 2007: an entire year of recipe and Eric Gower’s Break away cook had the widest variety of recipes.  The quick & hearty diabetic cookbook was selected to assist certain patrons with specific dietary needs. I would have purchased New York Times best seller Barbara Kingslover Animal, vegetable, and miracle and/or another best selling, yet specialized cookbook, if I had a larger budget.

Home

Of all the categories, these were the most difficult to find. Without Library Journal or Publisher’s Weekly, I probably would not have obtained any reviews. However, I made a conscientious effort to retrieve reviews because of high patron demand.  The home decorating and storage would be helpful to home owners.  Terrance Conron’s How to live in small spaces: design, decoration, and detail for the smaller home would have been included with additional funds.

Parenting


Even though I did not purchase children’s books, I recognized parenting books were essential purchases due to high circulation and because of the number of grade schools near the library.  As with the other titles, I tried to select items addressing parental issues across the board.  Autism and addiction are common occurrences within today’s families.  A book that would help parent’s tap into their children’s potential like Michael Gurian’s Nurture the nature: understanding and supporting your child’s unique personality should also garner interest.

Reference


I selected reference items to support academic study and research for the college educated clientele.  However, many of the reviews focused on specifics like film & music encyclopedias, history guides, and specific language origins.  I wanted something for the general public. The American heritage dictionary would certainly be a winner.   Francine Posse’s Reading like a writer seems useful for scholars and recreational readers.


Adult Literacy


Why did I allocate so much money to start an adult literacy program?  Even though the books are readily available, what would be the use if the adults did not read them?  Without the annual budget at hand, I can only guess how much local businesses and friends of the library would financially support such an endeavor. As a result, I decided to put some funds up front to start the project.  The 250 pens should accommodate the number of participants.  They writing implements will still be useful even with limited involvement. 


Conclusion

The set budget, reviews, and goals made it possible to purchase books best addressing patron interests, as well as the goals of the library.  This process would obviously be easier with more money, greater book review access, and time.   The wide range of highly acclaimed books should circulate well.
