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Comparison of Two Oregon Libraries


I compared the Eugene Public Library (EPL) and Portland Community College Library (PCCL) because of their locales.  These libraries are situated in two of the largest cities in the state of Oregon.  I also determined their demographics would be similar to that of California, the state I will most likely find employment after graduation from library school.


When patrons visit EPL or PCCL, they will find an impressive display of materials designed for life long learning, as stated in the respective library goals.  EPL includes a collection of 375,000 items comprising of books, DVDs, videos, audio books, an index of 600 available magazine subscriptions & 55 newspaper subscriptions, and numerous online databases ranging from general reference, business, health, literature, and auto repair for 144,000 residents.  PCCL serves its 1.3 million students & faculty at five regional business centers, three neighboring community colleges, and the main campus with numerous monographs, audiovisual materials, textbooks, and internet resources across academic disciplines.


Since EPL lacks a comprehensive collection policy, many questions regarding material selection are left unanswered.  Who determines the composition and weeding out of a collection?    At the present time, money seemed readily available to quickly acquire necessary items.  However, what happens during a major local and/or state fiscal crisis?  How will EPL determine what is absolutely necessary to maintain basic operations?  In such circumstances, EPL will be forced to address such problems with no clear direction.

Without defined collection goals, EPL unintentionally neglects the literary needs of school aged users. On their mission statement, EPL emphasizes how children, particularly pre-schoolers, are an important priority of the library.  In the program component of the equation, EPL does an outstanding job on youth services from baby story times filled with music and song, book groups, homework help, Spanish-English conversation exchanges, teen service projects, etc.  However, EPL only mentions homework and children websites as actual resources.  Aren’t Newberry winners, education videos, children’s magazines, and physical reference materials still necessary for learning and enrichment?  By excluding this information, parents may determine that the only appropriate time for their kids to come to the library is for scheduled activities.  Kids, particularly teenagers may decide they actual visits are unnecessary after acquiring a library card because all the useful information is online.  With its mountains of circulated items, EPL most likely includes many children’s materials in their collection.  EPL will better achieve its goal of instilling a love of reading by advertising the availability of physical and virtual items on its website.

PCCL differs with its Eugene counterpart by including detailed criteria for material selection.  Librarians and subject specialists from each academic department determine the most useful resources to support the curriculum. The policy also includes guidelines on weeding, gifts, and collection evaluation.  PCCL also closely considers the economy at large to provide students and faculty with current and relevant information in all forms.

As a future collection manager, I would choose the PCCL collection policy over a broad EPL mission statement.  PCCL takes into account how the political and fiscal winds change.  EPL would be in true limbo in a weakened economy where they were forced to leave out certain materials from their collection.  At PCCL, students from all academic disciplines will even find tailored databases to address their specific academic needs.  Without defined guidelines allocating an appropriate percentage of adult and children’s materials, EPL will continue to stray its holdings towards adult patrons.   Both EPL and PCCL include a wealth of resources for its users; however, PCCL does a better job in zeroing in on the needs of all its users through their policies.
