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For this collection, I plan on acquiring resources on Islam for middle school teachers.  The California Social Studies curriculum requires seventh graders to comprehend many facets of Muslim history including the founding of Islam, geography, important leaders, art & literature, culture, and religion.  It is also necessary for Americans students to understand more about Muslim culture in the current environment.  However, there seems to be very limited materials on this subject matter.  Fortunately, teachers already have curriculum guides and other reference materials from textbooks like McDougall Littel or Houghlin Mifflin to assist in lesson planning.  However, they may need a few additional supplemental items such as activity & reference books and audio visuals (AVs).  One or two brief visits to the public library should do the trick.


First, I would examine the bibliographical listings.  These give a frame of reference on sources currently available.  At a public library, I will look for Best Books for Public Libraries or Public Library Catalog.  However, the Glendora Public Library (GPL), a local medium size library with a respectable collection, only had the Public Library Catalog.  After speaking with the reference librarian, I learned very few people use such reference guides.  Booklist, a commonly used source for book reviews also proved difficult to access, even on San Jose State’s King Library webpage of electronic resources.   Therefore, I would have had a hard time acquiring such references at almost any local library since the collections cater to patron demand. 

Once I actually looked through the guide to find materials to answer collection assignment question on music, I uncovered many useful and current listings.  I figure the same would be true for Islam, even though there would probably be fewer available items.  However, I also found the information through subject searches on the public library’s Online Public Access Computer (OPAC) system. When I searched the Covina Public Library (CPL) to compare the availability of music references, I determined findings that were available through title and author searches. I could also retrieve resources on Islam through a subject search.  The bibliographical list seems more beneficial for a more extensive research project because it contains detailed citations.


Will the public library actually have the items available for check out?  I   better awareness through the cross comparison of the twenty bibliographical references between GPL and CPL.  Both facilities had 7 of the 20 exact items.  Mostly, they were the same resources.  If I only needed a small number of items, I could simply visit the two libraries to check out the materials.   I may seek an Interlibrary Loan (ILL) if some reserves were checked out. 

Would the items on Islam be current?  That is not the most important consideration for this topic.  The Muslim faith and history remains unchanged.  The more up-to-date resources may contain more appealing footage and insights about current events in the Muslim world, but they are not absolutely necessary for academic exploration.   Out of 81 items in GPL’s Social Studies collection, 26 were published within the last five years. When I calculated the copyrights of 27 items in their Philosophy section (100-150), the average year of publication was 1995.  For other subjects like science and medicine where up-to-date information is needed, that would be a problem.  These instructors would need to visit an online college website college to retrieve more current information.  However, that is not the case for Islam.  


For public libraries, the online supply is rather limited.  At the Irwindale Public Library, the site of my internship, only Novelist, AskNow, and Tumbleweed, a children’s resource, are the only databases available. GPL purchased a few more for social sciences, and business.  For detailed study, academic libraries include more online full text journals. The King Library consists of numerous internet links for Social Studies and English.  However, these tended to be for intellectual inquiry, and less for practical application.  Information is readily available for any aspect of literary analysis.  However, it one wanted to teach Shakespeare, lesson plans and instructional guides would be more difficult to access on these sites.

This collection assessment assignment proved helpful on where to access the most useful resources. First, it is essential to establish the nature of the search.  This determines where to access the information. To jump start a research project or to obtain materials in an expedient manner, the public library will be a better place.  Academic libraries support research more.  Bibliographical guides point to the available references; however, subject searches on OPAC can be just as effective.  That is especially apparent when time constraints and limited guides are taken into consideration.   Regardless of the type of information in the collection, each library will only have a certain number of available literary capital.   Beyond checking out a trade item or two, patrons will have to utilize a variety of resources and research strategies to obtain the most useful information.
