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Final Thoughts
At the Beginning:

On the first day of class, I generally understood the literary & technological interests of teenagers from teaching middle school for ten years. I knew my students regularly used My Space, I Pods, cell phones, chat rooms, gaming, etc.  They enjoyed popular fiction such as Harry Potter, Lord of the Rings, and The Outsiders.

I also understood how these adolescents acquired information.   They primarily used class resources, the school library, or the internet to obtain resources for class projects.  They also mostly utilized Google as the online search engine.  However, many avoided visiting the pubic library.  They cited either owing a huge fine or losing their library card as reasons. 

 However, I knew I did not have all the answers.  I hoped this course would add to my repertoire of knowledge. What other information sites would teens find worthwhile? What were their favorite games and movies?  I sought to uncover high interest titles.


When I read the SLIS blogs and saw the book titles for the course, I felt apprehensive.  I was less than eager to peruse novels with extensive violence, language, and overt sexuality.  My ideal works consisted of the following:
· Support the school curriculum

· Serve as fun, clean entertainment

· Advocate a strong social message

I set my fears aside as I embarked on a new academic journey.
Initial Reactions:


I was dismayed when I first perused Dr. Bodart’s core selection list for the database project.  Bodart required twenty six out of sixty specific titles for database entries.   I preferred Dr. Peck’s Library 261 selection criteria.  This instructor specified a certain number of easy readers, chapter books, award winners, multimedia items, etc.  However, students chose all the works. I also questioned if teens and YA librarians highly regarded Dr. Bodart’s choices.  I could not imagine non fiction works such as Jack Gantos Hole of My Life or Julie Gregory’s Sickened: the Memoir of a Muchausen Proxy Childhood being on the top of any teen reading list.  I also noted how Dr. Bodart primarily selected realistic fiction works. I thought teens preferred mangas, horror, and fantasy novels. I was even more frustrated with the limited number of books complimenting the school curriculum.  Honestly,  I only looked forward to reading the Printz & ALA award winners.  
Conclusions


My basic perceptions about adolescents have not changed much since the beginning of the course.   As I mentioned before, I had prior knowledge due to my educational background.  I instructed anywhere from 100-150 students on a daily basis. I also chaperoned field trips, sporting events, and dances.  The focus of Library 262 also centered on YA material selection rather than teen development or library programming. 

Yet, this course helped me develop a different approach in dealing with teens.  As a teacher, I concentrated mostly on their academic development.  After completing the teen observation log and database assignment, I recognize the importance of addressing the social aspect of their lives as well.  Through my observations, I discovered how much teens enjoy hanging out at cell phone outlets, malls, food chains, the movies, and certain clothing stores.  I also picked up on a few gender differences.  Boys liked gaming outlets and action books the most.  Girls used cell phones and chat rooms for social interaction.  .  I also gained a respect for gaming once I recognized some have educational value.  I was surprised with the number of available free gaming sites such as Girl Games.com and King.com. I still worry about the dangers of My Space; however, I am better equipped to guide teens after attending an internet safety seminar.  To encourage more YA participation in the summer reading program, I will include awards such Best Buy, cell phone, fast food, and movie gift certificates. I will also stock the shelves with more popular DVDs and CDs.

I am surprised to say this, but now I am actually grateful for Dr. Bodart’s database requirements. I learned how abuse is a more widespread phenomenon through Laurie Halse Anderson’s Speak, Chris Crutcher’s Chinese Handcuffs & Staying Fat for Sarah Brynes, Alex Flinn’s Breathing Underwater, and Julie Gregory’s Sickened: the Memoir of a Muchausen Proxy Childhood.  I rooted for Alex to redeem himself in Jordan Sonnelick’s Notes from the Midnight Driver.  I especially welcomed how Sonnelick depicted a relationship between teens and senior citizens through Alex and Sid’s evolving friendship.  Since I normally flee from science fiction books, I would not have selected M.T Anderson’s Feed or Nancy Werlin’s Double Helix in a million years.  It took two-three chapters to get the general gist of the plot, but I eventually became engrossed with the suspenseful storylines.   I was absolutely shocked I would love a vampire book.  Instead of concentrating on the gore and violence, Stephanie Meyer wrote Twilight as a love story.  I actually tore through the pages to uncover Edward and Bella’s fate.  I was simply outraged by Brother Leon’s manipulation of his students in The Chocolate War, but I reflected on ways adults allow bullying through their complicity.  I still completely disagreed with the Blackboard responses to my “Brother Leon, Your Outa Here”. Classmates stated how some administrators deliberately manipulate their students.  These students have clearly never taught at any school setting.  I can tell you a group of parents and teachers would have the principal’s head if he behaved like Brother Leon.  I appreciate how Dr. Bodart allowed magazines, mangas, films, websites, games, and music to be included in literary assortment. I enjoyed the wide assortment of free online games. I also watched popular teen movies & TV shows like Mean Girls, Perfect Score, and Kyle XY for the first time. I relived my teen years by viewing The Breakfast Club.  The issues Hughes’s characters faced in detention are the same as today.  I also bought DVDS Seventh Heaven and Everwood to revisit some of my favorite episodes.  I could not leave my favorite movie Simon Birch out of the mix.   I had a tough time finding popular music selections since I am a 70 & 80s music fan.  As a result, I chose soundtracks like Dawson’s Creek and WOW 2006 to expand my horizons and understand listening habits of today’s teens. In conclusion, I still gravitate towards works with redeeming values, but my horizons have expanded after digesting the YA selections.

However, I wouldn’t shed any tears if certain works were left out of the collection.  In all fairness, if I am expected to read Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind, a Christian fiction novel needs to be included to support the opposing point of view.  In contrast to the majority of respondents on the discussion board, I was less than thrilled with Chris Krovatin’s Heavy Metal & You or Rachel Cohn’s Nick & Norah’s Infinite Playlist.  I am a music fan, but I did not see any redeeming value in either of these works.  The authors simply reiterated the boy meets girl storyline with sex, drugs, and rock-n-roll.  The same premise holds for Harry Potter and mangas.  Action heroes, adventure & fantasies are also not my cup of tea.

YA Librarian Philosophy


Before Library 262, I believed my primary role as a YA librarian was to support the school curriculum.  Activities, books, and programs reflect what is taught in school.  I still consider that a legitimate goal.  Public libraries include core literature to offset cash strapped schools. Homework help is essential, especially on Saturdays when K-12 campuses are closed.  SAT, college admissions, and financial aid workshops especially benefit university bound teens unable to pay for advertised preparatory services.

I have observed how young adults, like the majority of patrons, come to the public library for technology more than anything else.  Therefore, gaming, music, and social networks sites need to be available.  However, the dangers of the internet safety remain a legitimate concern.  Library directors need to include a policy requiring teens to complete a tutorial on internet safety before being granted online access.  


My views on intellectual freedom have evolved over time.   I feel uncomfortable with selections challenging my spiritual beliefs.  However, I want all patrons to have as much information access as humanly possible.  I continually confront my inner demons regarding controversial items.  I resolved the internet filtering dilemma due to many libraries distinguishing between children and adult computer usage.  What about patrons upset at those who are viewing pornography on the screen?  I developed an action plan after the last Elluminate session.  First, I must attentively listen to the customer.  I will then respond to the individual’s wishes in a professional manner. “Out of sight, out of mind” also works as a useful mantra.  First, librarians reassign offended patrons to the next available computer.  They also move some desktops to the back of the library and away from the children’s section for privacy.  Screen filters can also be placed on the terminals.  As far as print goes, I determined collection development and promotion are two distinct matters.  I must shelve books with high circulation rates and/or literary acclaim including those I dislike like Heavy Metal & You, Harry Potter, and Nick & Norah’s Infinite Playlist. However, there’s no way I will organize a book discussion group for offensive novels such as Looking for Alaska or Annie on My Mind. Dr. Bodart stated it best when she argued how parents have a right to determine what their children will check out, but can’t enforce their opinions on other families. I will incorporate this basic premise in my professional endeavors.
Final Thoughts


Library 262 completes my MLIS journey towards youth librarianship.   I better recognize high interest YA materials.   I respect different literary tastes.  As a YA librarian, I must strive for youth outreach first and personal enrichment second.  I can still effectively serve the public without compromising my beliefs.  
