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Abstract


YA author Caroline Cooney creates novels that stir people’s emotions.  This stems from her life long passion for literacy.  Once Cooney became an author, she never looked back.  She continually writes on a range of subjects, but maintains a clear cut format and message in all of them.
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Caroline Cooney: A Reflection of Her Life & Works

Rationale for Author Selection


When I taught seventh grade, a fellow colleague mentioned a novel her students truly enjoyed, even those who attended summer school to repeat Language Arts. The title of the work was Face on the Milk Carton by Caroline Cooney.  Once I read the novel, I tore through the pages as Janie’s life unraveled from  seeing her three year old picture on the milk carton.  After watching the made-for-TV movie, which combined the first two novels of the Janie chronicles, I checked out the remaining works. Cooney depicted the characters in an empathetic way—including Hannah, Janie’s kidnapper.  This series whetted my appetite for reading other Cooney books for this research project. 
Caroline Cooney (1947- )

As a child growing up in Greenwich, Connecticut, Caroline Cooney thrived on the Hardy Boys and Cherry Ames.  The writing bug hit Cooney once her sixth grade teacher Mr. Albert assigned weekly short story assignments.   She pursued writing more seriously during her stint as a college student at Indiana University in 1965.  Inspired by the escapades of Cherry Ames, Cooney even attended nursing school for a short period.  However, she did not complete her schooling.   She married at twenty one and became the mother of three children.  As a homemaker, Cooney composed even more stories.  Sitting home with babies, I had to find a way to entertain myself. So I started writing with a pencil, between the children's naps- baby in one arm, notebook in the other (Bonnaci, 1997).
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She pursued her career aspiration despite early rejections.  Eventually, Seventeen printed Cooney’s short stories.  In 1979, Safe as a Grave became her first published novel. Cooney has drafted an average of 2-3 books a year ever since.
Writing Style & Subjects

Linear Sequencing


Cooney places events in chronological order. For example, Cooney never provides tidbits of future occurrences by omitting foreshadowing.  When characters like Stratt in Out of Time or Cassandra in Goddess of Yesterday predict the future, they are sent to a mental asylum.  Cooney also avoids using flashbacks where characters reminisce about the past.  Janie rarely reflects on life before her life changing discovery in later Face on the Milk Carton segments.  In Both Sides of Time and Out of Time, Annie barely mentions her previous boyfriend Sean once she falls in love with Stratt.  Cooney maintains an orderly sequence to keep readers focused on the situation at hand.

Cooney describes the setting and main protagonist right from the start.  In opening chapter Face on the Milk Carton series, readers learn the series will revolve around a high school girl named Janie.  Cooney depicts Remy and Morgan as two typical sophomore students in Mr. Fielding’s class from the get go of Driver’s Ed.  In the first chapter of The Terrorist, Billy and Laura Campbell reside as foreign exchange students at the London International Academy.  Six year old Anaxandra lives with her parents Chysasor and Iris on a remote Greek island at the beginning of Goddess of Yesterday. Annie Lockwood longs for love as she gazes at the old Stratton mansion during the opening pages of Both Sides of Time, the first installment of Cooney’s time travel series.
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Cooney begins her historical fiction account of Mercy Carter with her and her family settled in a small Puritan community in Deerfield, Massachusetts on February 28, 1704.

Once Cooney provides brief background information, conflict soon follows.  Janie’s life dramatically changes once the tiny infant’s face on the milk carton glares at her.  Cooney incorporates internal conflict as a means of revealing Remy and Morgan’s guilt for removing a traffic sign resulting in the death of Denise Williams. Laura endures the loss of her brother Billy in a suicide bombing.  King Nicander kidnaps Anaxandra from her parents to far away Siphnos.  Annie finds herself in 1895 rather than 1995 after a fall near the Stratton residence.  The Native Americans take Mercy, her step mother, siblings, and neighbors as prisoners after they attack the Deerfield village. 

Cooney’s protagonists resolve their problems in one way or another.  ...the decisions Janie must face are painful and complex, and she experiences denial, anger, and guilt while sorting her way toward a solution… (Castleton, 1990, p.109)  Even though Janie realizes calling the National Center of Missing & Exploited Children hotline is the right thing to do, she agonizes over betraying the only parents she has ever known. Mercy experiences similar feelings when she recognizes it’s in her best interest to accept the Kahnawake Indians as her new parents.  Remy and Morgan calculate the risks of coming forward in the Denise Williams investigation.  Anaxandra determines whether it’s worth risking her own life to save King Meleneaus ‘s baby boy Pelis. Annie Lockwood decides if living in 1895 would be better than her current situation. After months of searching for answers for cause of Billy’s death, Laura Campbell uncovers the identity of her brother’s killer through an unusual turn of events.









   Caroline Cooney 6

Characterization


Cooney utilizes characterization as a way of revealing the feelings and emotions of distinct characters.  She legitimizes both the Springs and Johnsons desire for Janie to live with them.  Even though readers appreciate Annie’s love for Stratt, they also respect Harriet’s legitimate claim to marry him.  While Remy and Morgan agonize over Denise Williams’s demise, Nicholas Budle, their other partner in crime, feels little remorse for his role.  In her critique of The Terrorist, Audrey Marie Danielson (1997) comments how underneath the action, suspense, and the seemingly ordinary life of an American teenager in an English school is the sorrow and the confusion that only the violent death of a son and a brother can cause in a family's life (p.1).  The varying reactions to Billy’s death from Mr. Campbell despising London more, the remaining American families fleeing home, the foreign parents wondering who will be the next target, and Laura, Billy’s sister, resolving to find his killer are striking.   In the Ransom of Mercy Carter, Cooney artfully combines the intense drama of the situation with historical details of the period and the Indian culture…  Cooney carefully draws the myriad of reactions to the capture, including the rebellious Ruth and others who are too devastated by the losses to care about what happens to them (Steinberg 2001, p. 177).  Students gain a richer perspective of early American history from Cooney’s ability to reveal the responses of all parties involved in the capture of Deerfield.  Cooney also draws out the raw emotions of main players in the Trojan War such as Helen, Paris, and Meleneaus in Goddess of Yesterday.
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For the most part, Cooney creates sympathetic characters.  When Janie returns to her birth family in What Happened to Janie, readers care about what will happen to her, her siblings, and both sets of parents.  Laura becomes the most worthy character to uncover the truth behind Billy’s death.  Laura’s classmates also earn praise in their attempts to protect her from any danger. Anaxandra lies about her identity for a legitimate reason. Remy and Morgan portray themselves as good kids who made a serious mistake; therefore, their consequences should teach them a lesson without destroying their future prospects. Annie deserves to have a caring boyfriend in a time when women’s rights are respected.  Kahnawake Indians Tannahahorens and Nistenha love Mercy like a daughter despite her belonging to a Puritan family.

Cooney rarely includes truly despicable antagonists.  Readers pity Hannah, Janie’s kidnapper, since she caved into the pressures of a religious cult.  Indians seize the Deerfield children because they long for their own.  Helen commits the heinous act of shaving Callisto’s (aka. Anaxandra) hair twice; however, Callisto receives the love and attention the queen so desperately craved from her king Meleanus. Cooney opens the possibility for Jehran’s redemption by allowing her to interact with British and American students in The Terrorist.   Cooney limits the likelihood of readers resenting Nicholas Budie for his insensitivity by rarely mentioning him.  Cooney’s time travel villain Walker Walkley proves to be an exception to the rule as he devises deceitful plans for getting his hands on the Stratton and Harriet’s money.
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Themes


Cooney emphasizes how the family dynamic determines the outcomes of her narratives.   In an interview with Danielson (2001), Cooney states how she likes the family story where the family does the write thing in the end (p.1).  Janie eventually accepts the Springs without rejecting her other family.  Like Janie, Anaxandra adjusts to becoming a part of King Lycander and Meleanus’ household with the realization she will never see her birth parents again. During the perilous journey to Canada, Mercy tries to protect her siblings to the best of her ability.  Eventually, Mercy considers allowing her Kahnawake guardians to adopt her as the chances of reuniting with her Puritan relatives become dim.  By admitting their parts in Denise Williams’s demise, Remy and Morgan understand their parents will no longer consider them responsible young adults. Laura recognizes how helping classmate Jehran escape an oppressive situation will go against the wishes of her parents.  This parallels Annie’s plight of leaving her family behind to help Stratt flee from a mental institution in Both Sides of Time.  The protagonists recognize how their actions will impact those closest to them.

Social Issues

Cooney uses her works as platforms for discussing significant subjects.  She concentrates on the emotional impact of a kidnapping in the Face on the Milk Carton series.   The traffic school instructor’s lessons on the dangers of the road become all too apparent when the removal of a traffic sign causes a driver’s death in Driver’s Ed.
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Cooney brings international terrorism to the forefront in an uncanny manner prior to 9/11.  In her review of Both Sides of Time, Sarah Guile (1995) writes how Cooney’s time travel series provide interesting lessons in sexual and economic politics for Annie and the reader (p. 745 ).  Powerful patriarch Hiram Stratton Sr. may divorce three wives and send his son to a mental institution because he has the money and influence to back it up.   Cooney establishes this premise in her historical fiction accounts as well.   Men conquer and trade while women & slaves obey them in Goddess of Yesterday and The Ransom of Mercy Carter. 
Important Works

The collection developer employs several methods to determine which of Cooney’s numerous works belong in a premier collection.  Samples from each of Cooney’s genres from time travel, realistic fiction, and historical fiction provide breadth and depth to a scholarly assortment.  Resources such A Core Collection for Young Adults and Teen Genreflecting: A Guide to Reading Interests only comment on certain narratives.   It’s also imperative to include the books that earned literary acclaim.  Factoring in reluctant readers is also an important consideration.  The selected works include many of these facets.
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Annotated Bibliography

Cooney, C.  (1995).  Both Sides of Time.  New York:  Laurel-Leaf Books.
Summary:  
Annie Lockwood dreams of having a romantic and loving boyfriend, unlike her current one Sean.  She considers the Stratton Mansion, a building that will be demolished, as a place of intrigue from a long-last family.  When Annie strolls through the dwelling on the last day of school, she is taken back in time 100 years earlier to the boy of her dreams Hiram Stratton Jr. (Stratt).  Stratt can’t believe a girl with a short white dress without stockings, camisole, slips, petticoats, and uncovered legs is strolling around a bicycle.  He is expected to marry his wealthy friend Harriett whom he respects but doesn’t love.  On the other hand, Harriet longs and wishes for him to become her husband.  As a wealthy, yet unlovely woman, Harriet sees her closest male friend as her only hope of avoiding a loveless marriage.  All that changes once Stratt becomes transfixed by the new girl in town.  Annie must choose whether she is willing to live in a time where women have limited rights and freedoms for the boy she loves.  
Evaluation:  
This is an ideal tale for incurable romantics.  The female heroine must chose between love or returning to where she came from.  Life in the 1895 mansion has all the trappings of grandeur, but all the social pressures that come with it.

Annotation:  
Annie dreams of a life of an epic romance and finds it in 1895.  Is she willing to remain back in time away from her family to keep it?

Usefulness:   

This story provides a platform on the roles of women.  In 1895, women were basically at the beck and call of men.  They behaved and dressed in a certain manner.  Students may discuss the extent which women’s rights have changed since the late nineteenth century. 

Core Title

This is another example of a Cooney series books.  Out of Time and Prisoner of Time are two companion books.
Cooney, C.  (1994).  Driver’s Ed.  New York: Delacorte Press.
Summary:  

Mr. Fielding’s Driver’s Ed class is typical of such high school courses. Some students eagerly anticipate getting their driver’s license while others dread getting behind the wheel.  In the meantime, Mr. Fielding does not take his job seriously; he is merely counting the days to his retirement. One of Fielding’s most eager students is Rembrandt (Remy) Marland.  The family car is ready at her disposal after passing her driver’s test. 
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She will finally have some control over her obnoxious brother Mac as the chauffer for him & her baby sister. She also has a huge crush on Morgan Campbell, the son of a prominent business man considering gubernatorial bid.  Morgan feels shy around girls, but he knows having a car will give him a sense of empowerment.  He likes Remy too, yet is afraid to admit it.  


One evening Remy and Morgan join troublemaker Nicholas Budie to remove driving signs in the neighborhood.  They think it’s a hoot like the kids who are stealing/damaging neighborhood mail boxes.  Remy believes she can express her feelings for Morgan by designing and posting a sign called Morgan Road.  However, they later learn how a driver named Denise Campbell is killed because of the removal of the stop sign.
Evaluation:  
Two important lessons from driver’s ed and traffic school come to mind.  Driving is a right and not a privilege.  A vehicle is a weapon.  Both apply in this story.  Remy and Morgan take driving for granted.  However, their decision to disregard the law by removing a traffic signs comes at a terrible cost.

Annotation:  
Remy and Morgan both look forward to road of adult independence by earning a driver’s license will bring, but discover the responsibilities that come with it.

Usefulness:   

This novel could be a beneficial literary work in a Driver’s Ed class or for Sophomore English since that is the time most students consider getting a driver’s license.

Core Title:  

Teenagers can relate to Remy and Morgan not only in their quest for a driver’s license, but their feelings for each other.  The two main characters must deal with their overwhelming guilt and ramifications of their actions. 
Literary Acclaim

ALA Best Book for Young Adults

ALA Quick Pick for Reluctant Readers

Booklist Children’s Editor’s Choice

The Face on the Milk Carton (1995) ( TV).
Summary:  
The eighty seven minute feature combines Caroline Cooney’s Face on the Milk Carton and What Happened to Janie novels. Kellie Martin portrays Janie Javenson a girl who sees who face on the milk carton.  The first part of the feature is how Janie struggles to figure out how to handle what is happening to her.  Eventually, she confronts her parents. 
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In a legal proceeding, the judge decides Janie must return to the Sand family.  She and her new family come to terms with her return.  .  


Evaluation:  
The film cuts to the chase by highlighting the key parts of the plot. Kellie Martin gives a riveting performance as Janie. She cries at bed at night, and tries to put on a normal front at the same time.  The director and screenwriters did themselves a service by only including Stephen and Jodie as Janie’s siblings.  Brandon and Brendon play an insignificant role in the books, and it is right to leave them out.  The movie did a disservice in describing Jodie as the younger rather than the older sibling.  The book was better in that regard. The King of Solomon analogy comes through in the film, but can be glossed over in the print 

Annotation:  
Janie is a typical high school girl whose world turns upside down when she discovers her three year old picture on the milk carton.

Usefulness:   

The film highlights the main points of the first two segments of the series. Even though the overwhelming majority of teenagers have never been kidnapped, most can relate to Janie’s struggle to adjust to two different families.  Many have gone through divorce and have been separated from loved ones.  Many teens relate to the normal facets of Janie’s life such as family picnics, driver’s licenses, and boyfriend/girlfriend relationships.

Core Title:

The Face on the Milk Carton begins the four part series of Janie, Cooney’s most well known character.
Literary Acclaim
ALA Best Book for Young Adults

ALA Quick Pick Reluctant Readers
IRA-CBC (International Reader’s Association-Children’s Book Council) Children’s Choice Book

YASD (YALSA) Book for Reluctant Readers
Cooney, C.  (2002). Goddess of Yesterday.  New York: Delacorte Press.
Summary:  
King Nicander seizes six year old Anaxandra, daughter of Chryassor and Iris, away from her home on a remote Greek island.  Anaxandra quickly calls out to the Goddess of Yesterday to protect her.  She lives with the King, his wife Petra, and invalid daughter Callisto on Siphnos until the kingdom is ransacked and pillaged by pirates.  Anaxandra’s goddess allows her unlike her kidnapped family to survive. When Spartan King 
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Menelaus, an ally of Nicander finds her, Anaxandra assumes the identity of Callisto so she will not be imprisoned as a slave. The goddess wants again allows Anaxandra to conceal her identity despite her hair being golden red rather than black like Callisto’s.  However, the new Callisto must contend with half-goddess/half human Queen Helen who 
knows Callisto is an imposter from the moment she arrives on Sparta.  Unlike the overwhelming majority of servants and visitors, Callisto (Anaxandra) actually fears the 
Helen. The miserable queen, trapped in a loveless marriage, falls in love with Prince Paris from Troy during his visit.  Paris eventually ransacks the city and steals Helen away.  Callisto must summon up inner strength and the guidance of her goddess to save Menealaus’ younger son Pelis by disguising herself as Hermomine, Menelaus’ daughter after this raid. 
Evaluation:  
Despite this being a historical fiction account, there is a striking similarity between this and Cooney’s other stories.  Like Janie in Face on the Milk Carton, Anaxandra must adjust to a new way of living after her capture.   A parallel can also be made with the Out of Time series as well.  Women stay confined to a certain social position.  The more beautiful and appealing like Helen, fare better.  

Annotation:  
Anaxandra is kidnapped from her parents as a six year old little girl.  She relies on the goddess of yesterday to protect her in pillage of Siphnos, Helen’s merciless attacks, and the Trojan War.

Usefulness:   

This is an exciting tale that will engage middle school students who are learning about Greece and the Trojan War.  Anaxandra (Callisto) is a sympathetic protagonist despite her need to deceive others.  Paris, Helen, Menalaus, Lycander, and Petra are often considered mythical characters but Cooney gives them human qualities.  Lycander and Menealaus love their children dearly. Helen has tremendous resentment in her heart for being unloved finds it in Paris.  Paris is ambitious and will do whatever it takes to get what he wants

Core Title
This is a historical fiction book compliments the California sixth grade Social Studies curriculum.  
Literary Acclaim

ALA Notable Books for Children
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Cooney, C.  (1996). Out of Time.  New York:  Laurel-Leaf Books.
Summary:  
In the second part of the time travel series, Annie Lockwood has returned to New York in 1995.  She resents how father has left home for another woman.  Her mother leaves for a business trip in Japan.  Annie severed ties with her 1995 boyfriend Sean. Annie longs for Stratt, her true love back in 1895.  Meanwhile, Stratt is locked up in a mental institution
because Walker Walkey uses Stratt’s claim of Annie being transported back to 1995 against him. .  By getting rid of Stratt and marrying his younger sister Devonny, Walker can fulfill his desire of acquiring the Stratton name and fortune. Harriet becomes engaged to Stratt for a brief period until she is placed in a medical facility for consumption (lung illness where she coughs up blood). She wonders why Stratt doesn’t visit her.  Walk hopes for the opportunity to get his hands on her money as well.  When Annie returns, she follows a dangerous plan devised by Devonny to free Stratt from the mental institution and help him get back to Harriet before she dies.  

Evaluation:  

The time differential is noteworthy.  When Annie returns 8 months after the original series, life in the Stratton household has progressed by three years.  Supporting characters shape the story more than the first.  In the first segment, Cooney characterizes Walk as an opportunistic friend.  However, he becomes the villain who will go to all measures to get his hands on the Stratton fortunes. Stratt’s sister Devonny also finds her own voice.  Instead of merely being a socialite, she uses her intelligence and wile to devise a scheme for Annie to rescue Stratt.  Cooney defines Annie’s father in the same lines as Hiram Stratton Sr. because he also seeks the pleasures of his wife and mistress without any regard to their feelings.  

Annotation:  
Annie Lockwood decides to return to back in time for the sake of love.  However, she learns Stratt is locked up in a mental institution.  Is she willingly to risk her freedom to rescue him?

Usefulness:   

This second segment is more useful for the social issues Cooney discusses in this tale.  Harriet is quarantined from others because of her consumption in the same manner early AIDS patients were isolated because of their diseases.  The mental and physical abuse Stratt and his new friends Katie and Douglass would make headline news today.

Core Title
Cooney comments on important subjects such as mental illness and medical quarantine in the second segment of the time travel series.
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Cooney, C.  (2001).  The Ransom of Mercy Carter  New York: Delacorte Press.
Summary:  
Mercy Carter resides in the English colony of Deerfield, Massachusetts with her father, stepmother, and four siblings in 1704.  Mercy represents the feelings of many in her Puritan community who worry about the conflict with the French & Native American allies.  Mercy’s fears are realized when the Indians seize her town and take her & her neighbors prisoner.  Mercy calls on her Christian faith to survive the three hundred mile 
northern passage.  After losing loved ones along the way, Mercy ends up at a Kahnawake Indian Village in Canada.   The natives immediately care for Mercy and consider her one of their own.  As Mercy waits to become ransomed, she slowly assumes a new identity.
Evaluation:  
Cooney fairly depicts the participants of the English and French colonial war through her historical fiction accounts.  The Indians destroy and loot the Deerfield village, but care for the captives with their limited rations on the journey.  The captives respond differently to their situation. The younger children soon become Indians as they forget their previous lives.  A few react angrily like Ruth who will never accept her fate.  The majority like Mercy, Eban, and Sarah lament over the loss of family members, yet come to terms with a new reality.

Annotation:  
Mercy Carter struggles to hold onto to her Puritan heritage after Indians seize her Deerfield village and take her prisoner.  
Usefulness:   

By choosing not to take sides in the English & French/Indian conflict, Cooney allows readers to appreciate the variety of historical viewpoints through her characters.
Core Title
Like The Goddess of Yesterday, Cooney makes the study of a historical event worthwhile through the heroic actions of a worthy heroine.
Cooney, C.  (1997). The Terrorist.  New York: Scholastic Press.
Summary:  
Laura and Billy Williams attend the London International Academy instead of a local school in Boston because their father’s position at a London factory.  The siblings enjoy the trappings of English life and uncovering the cultures of their classmates.  That takes a tragic turn after Billy is killed as a result of suicide bombing at the local subway station.  As her family and classmates cope with the loss and investigation, Laura tries to uncover the truth behind Billy’s death.  Laura finds the killer in an unexpected way.  
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Evaluation:  
Since Cooney wrote this novel in 1997, Londoners were apparently more vigilant of a terrorist threat long before 9//11.  Cooney also reveals ethnic and racial stereotypes that come as a result of such an attack through Laura’s encounters with her classmates.

Annotation:  
Laura Williams has the time of her life by immersing with people from all over the world as an exchange student at the London International Academy.  That dramatically changes after her brother Billy is killed in a suicide bombing.

Usefulness:   

Cooney’s tale reaps two benefits.  First, this provides an inside account of terrorism through the eyes of a teenager.  Readers must also confront racism in many forms.

Core Title:  

This realistic novel depicts terrorism, an important issue in American and International politics, through the eyes of teenagers, innocent victims, and the actual perpetrator.
Literary Acclaim:  
ALA 100 Most Challenged Books

ALA Quick List for Reluctant Readers

Cooney, C.  (1996). Voice on the Radio. New York: Delacorte Press.
Summary:  
In the third part of the Face of the Milk Carton series, the Johnson and Spring families slowly resume their normal lives.  Janie addresses the constant interest in the kidnapping when she returns her previous high school.  She no longer has the support of Reeve, her boyfriend, because he is away at college.  Reeve struggles to find his niche until he lands a job as a college DJ.  To get airtime, Reeve tells Janie’s story without her prior consent.   As students become interested in the “janies”, Reeve must come up with a way to tell Janie and respect the little privacy she has before it’s too late.

Evaluation:  
Cooney pays attention to both Reeve’s assets and shortcomings in the third episode. It is understandable why he is so attractive to Janie.  Cooney reveals the resiliency of the human spirit.  Both families learn to forgive each other and move on with their lives. 

Annotation:  
Janie’s boyfriend Reeve gains instant popularity and risks losing Janie by revealing facts about her kidnapping on a college radio station.   
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Usefulness:   

This gives hard core Face on the Milk Carton fans a sense of what happens after the Johnsons and Springs resolve their differences. 
Core Title:

While Cooney concentrates on the reactions of family members in the first two episodes, she gives a voice to Janie’s closest confident at this juncture of the installment.
Literary Acclaim:

ALA Best Book for Young Adults

ALA Quick Pick for Reluctant Readers

Cooney, C.  (2000). What Janie Found.  New York: Delacorte Press.
Summary:  
In the finale of the Face of the Milk Carton series, Janie is finishing her senior year in high school.  Mr. Johnson is recovering from a heart attack.  While he is recuperating at the hospital, Janie’s distraught mother asks her to handle the family’s financial affairs Janie uncovers correspondence & information between Mr. Johnson and Hannah.  With the help of Brandon and Reeve, Janie decides to track Hannah down in Colorado, the state her older brother Stephen attends college.
Evaluation:  
Like the third account, Cooney only concentrates on certain characters.  Readers finally get to know more about Stephen, Janie’s older brother.  They learn how he is dealt with his anger and guilt over the kidnapping.  Cooney attempts to establish closure with limited success.

Annotation:  
Will Janie find out the truth about Mr. Johnson’s role in the kidnapping by tracking Hannah down? 

Usefulness:   

Even though the Janie responded to finding her picture on the milk carton two years 
previously, it still has a significant impact.  Janie wants to find Hannah and confront her.  Stephen, Janie’s older brother still struggles to let go of his anger over the kidnapping as well.  However, Janie and Stephen’s maturation from when they first met in the second episode is apparent.
Core Title
The value of this novel is that it completes the Face on the Milk Carton series in a suspenseful fashion.
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Conclusion


Caroline Cooney has written numerous novels on a wide range of topics.  Regardless of the chosen literary genre, her approach stays consistent.  She selects characters, subjects, and themes close to her heart.  Each storyline follows a standard order of setting, character, conflict, climax, and resolution.  Since Cooney discusses significant social issues through the voices of meaningful characters, many of her works will stand the test of time.
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