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Abstract

For their course project, Edward Rinderle and Natalie Russell concentrate their energies on improving the annual Huntington Library’s paleography course. They argue how Renaissance scholars and archivists benefit from the hands on learning experience.  Rinderle and Russell also note how museum stakeholders must overcome technological and fiscal challenges for the program to flourish.  Finally, Rinderle and Russell can improve their project by identifying specific academic standards and elaborating on the rubrics to raise student achievement.

.
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Analysis of Paleography Instruction at the Huntington Library CP

A small group of scholars uncover more about European history than they can possibly imagine by completing a paleography course for one year at the Huntington Library in San Marino, CA.  They examine original documents and identify watercolors during the Renaissance Period from 1400-1650.  Dr. Mary L. Robertson or Sara S. Hodson, Curator of Literary Manuscripts instructs the entire class for three hours every Saturday at the Huntington.  Individuals complete the remaining assignments independently.

Strengths


Rinderle and Russell clearly recognize their intended audience.  During the first few pages of their essay, the authors describe how the course is designed for PHD candidates and special librarians.  In his flyer, Rinderle advertises the location, course, small class size and online instruction to attract such graduate students.  The syllabus and Gantt chart also summarize the assignments, designed for these types of learners. 

Rinderle and Russell emphasize the benefits of student collaboration. They advocate the use of Loertscher’s Jigsaw Think Model as a way to generate group participation.  For one assignment, each group collectively examines two-three manuscripts and reports on their similarities and differences.  This also supports ideas from Donald Hanna’s One hundred forty-seven practical tips for teaching online groups essentials of web-based education where teams of students share assignments for a specific case study (2006, Develop team activities, paras. 1-2, Case studies, paras. 1-2.)
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The CP assignments engage students.  Robins (2005) writes how the use of artifacts and experts stimulate learning… Adding brief historical and cultural perspectives to learning topics help students become more engaged and can lead to student-generated questions. Those questions transform into search strategies, and the library remains a rich source for answers. (Perspective of the learner, para. 4)   Even though Robins discusses K-12 education in her article, these features also apply here. Students actually examine real documents rather than reading textbooks or listening to lectures.  They gradually formulate their own conclusions with the guidance of renowned experts.

 Weakness


What specific information literary skills will students obtain through this coursework?  Rinderle and Russell briefly mention constructivist and multiple intelligences, but did not specify ALA or ACRL standards.  If Rinderle and Russell concentrate more performance objectives in their lesson planning, they will design units with transferable IL skills beyond the paleography course.  The CP also falls slightly short in regards to rubrics. Phillip (2002) writes how rubrics specify the elements of performance that matter most and detail how to distinguish strong performances from the weak ones (para. 2).  The two rubrics do include points for each specific task.  Each objective is also weighed differently.  However, numerical scoring measures have limitations.  What differentiates exceptional from standard work?  With an evaluative grading scale, students better understand the reasons for earning a designated number 
Libr 250_Geltch_Analytical Essay 3_Spring 2008



                        5
of points.
Opportunities


The Huntington Library paleography course enhances the study of the Renaissance on several fronts.  Anderson (2006) outlines such a possibility in his analysis of discourse communities. Habermas’s theory of the public sphere depicts how those documents existing in society are the product of the various spheres and their communicative needs.  Documents and their functions are to sustain, support, and organize social and political activities (Anderson, 2006, Information literacy: a social theory understanding, para. 10).  The paleography researchers collaboratively interpret the historical documents.  The possibilities even go beyond the confines of the classroom.  

With virtual access, Renaissance groups across the country can discuss their discoveries on an online discussion thread and view the PowerPoint presentations. The Huntington
may also arrange tours to introduce the wonders of paleography to the general public.   This especially benefits seventh grade students, who are required to learn Renaissance history.  Through a class field trip, these teenagers gain a unique perspective of the time period beyond the Social Studies textbook.  
Threats


Budgetary constraints constitute the biggest threat.  The current economic downturn decreases the likelihood for larger donations and more public funding. The Delmas Foundation’s financial commitment to the paleography course also ends after 2008.  Without increased revenues, outdated textbooks must remain in use.  Even though 
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the library has expanded its internet capabilities, additional funds are currently unavailable set up Elluminate or any other university sponsored networks. With a small clientele, the paleography course is expendable. 
Advocacy Projects


Both Rinderle and Russell deserve high marks for their advocacy projects.  Rinderle encourages students to enroll in the program through a concise one page flyer. Russell describes the paleography course through a creative Powerpoint presentation. 


The choice comes down to substance over style.  Even though Russell selects brown shaded background, photographs, and a strong font fitting for the Huntington Library, she confuses onlookers by not singling out a specific stakeholder group.  Russell advocates for curators to enhance instruction with more manuscripts, additional internet access, and additional class assignments in the third slide.  However on her final display, Russell pleads for contributors to increase their donations with an emphasis on funding.  Rinderle succeeds by clearly portraying the beneficiaries of the program.  Even though Rinderle leaves out eye catching illustrations, he accomplishes his main objective through clear and concise points.  

Advocacy Project Interactions


The Blackboard AP interactions certainly provide student insights.  Some individuals write of being unable to access the work.  They discover it is due from not having Microsoft Publisher and/or PowerPoint installed.  Others argue how certain advocacy projects muddled their intended audiences.  Janine Weston posts a legitimate 
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grievance regarding the 329 responses on the discussion board.  She makes a valid point since many students repeat comments on the same link.  As a result, examining all the replies prove overwhelming. On a positive note, students emphasize strengths and offer useful suggestions.  
Conclusion


Edward Rinderle and Natalie Russell make paleography instruction come to life through their course project.  Students get the opportunity of a lifetime through this hand on experience.  More detailed rubrics and additional funding increase the probability for success.  Through their proposal, Rinderle and Russell advance the research of an important historical era.
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Appendix A: Assessment of Paleography CP
	Topics to address in  the CP
	Point Value
	Remarks

	Define the who, what, when, where, how, and why 
	   8 

   8
	Clearly identified how graduate students of Renaissance and Medieval History will complete a year long paleography course of examining original documents during that time period at the Huntington Library.  

	Design rubrics
	   8

   8
	Fulfilled requirement

	Objectives
	   8

   8 
	Mentioned how students interpret handwriting, identify watercolors, groups examine, interpret, and report on discrepancies

	Activities
	   8

   8
	Activities included in appendices and syllabus

	Materials needed
	   5

   5
	Materials included at conclusion of each activity

	State expected learning outcomes
	   5

   5 
	Students understand through Rinderle’s flyer, syllabus, and rubric what needs to be accomplished.  The tasks fit with the goals of the paleography course and mission of the library

	Evaluative strategies
	   5

   5
	The rubrics clearly outlined expectations.

	Use of information literacy standards
	   5

   3
	Made reference to constructivist thinking and multiple intelligences, but need to refer to specific ACRL Standards

	Use of information & communication technologies
	   15

   14
	Emphasized original documents & PPT which were most appropriate for project, glossed over other online possibilities such as  Elluminate, Blackboard, student forums, etc.

	IL/ICT Competency Levels


	   10

   8
	Rinderle and Russell face the unusual challenge of differentiating grades given the nature of the assignment and stakeholder groups.  However, if they include a scaled rubric of exceptional, competent, and below standard, instructors could differentiate among student work.  Adding a research paper and student journal assignments will also help since these student performances will differ.
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	Think Model


	    5  

    4
	Discussed 3 distinct Think Models in detail.  However, if you could only choose one, which one would it be?  Taking 2 of the Think Models out of the essay would also provide more space to make necessary corrections, especially with the IL/ICT competencies and ACRL standards

	Relationship to     content/curriculum area
	    5

    5
	Renaissance scholars truly benefit for analyzing original documents as outlined by the CP.

	Use of information services
	  10

  10
	The Huntington Library, course instructors, weekly seminars, online sources-as the budget allows are necessary & relevant sources.

	Use of information sources
	   5

   5
	Referred to Library of Congress, English & French references, Preston & Yeandle plates

	What are the SWOTs in your CP?
	   4

   4


	Praised Huntington Library for implementing program, discussed technology limitations, mentioned opportunities for continued study and collaboration, emphasized budgetary problems

	Gantt chart 
	   4

   4
	completed

	Cite from at least 3 required readings and additional relevant sources
	  10

  10
	Cited Chau, Lichtenstein Loertscher, Lorenzen, Mochtar & Majid, and Huntington curators in work

	Author Note
	   5

   4
	Make sure to include student names in author note.  Our group also got docked for not putting it after essay portion of assignment (page 14)

	APA
	   5

   5
	Looks correct

	Post the 10-15 page CP in two places. 
	  10

  10
	completed

	Grand Total
	 140

 133
	Natalie and Edward,

I was truly engaged by your paleography CP.  Historians, archivists, and Renaissance scholars will experience something worthwhile beyond studying historical text through this hands-on experience.  If you choose to publish this work, make sure to include ACRL guidelines and differentiate between exceptional and standard graduate work.

Best Wishes,

April Geltch

Grade- A-


