OBJECTIVES

A unit of this nature would meet a number of the California English-Language Arts Standards.  These would include, for Grades Nine and Ten – Reading:  2.3, Generate relevant questions about readings on issues that can be researched and 2.6, Demonstrate use of sophisticated learning tools by following technical directions (Framework, p.193); Writing:  1.5, Synthesize information from multiple sources and identify complexities and discrepancies in the information and the different perspectives found in each medium and 1.8, Design and publish documents by using advanced publishing software and graphic programs (Framework, p195); and Listening and Speaking Strategies:  1.7, Use props, visual aids, graphs, and electronic media to enhance the appeal and accuracy of presentations (Framework, p.197).

TIMELINE MODEL

The timeline think model works beautifully with this undertaking.  Students resolve the issue of selecting an appropriate career.  They gather facts from personality assessments, aptitude tests, and general research.   One graphic organizer includes steps for accomplishing career goals in sequential order.  Dates for completing certain objectives are placed on a timeline.  Students determine an action plan after evaluating the data.

IL/ICT COMPETENCY LEVELS
Students acquire certain Information Literacy (IL) and Information Competency Technology (ICT) skills by completing this project.  Knight (2006) includes two applicable ARCL standards.  First, students access information effectively and efficiently (Knight, 2006, p.49). They gather facts through the career information services previously listed.  Knight (2006) outlines another applicable objective of using information to accomplish a specific purpose.  The indicators of ALA IL Standard Three takes this ARCL aim a little further in that students will incorporate this information to develop a product in appropriate formats for practical use.  Portions of the ICT Cognitive Assessment framework outlined by Quellmatz and Kozma (2003) also apply.  Students use procedural knowledge for following directions, completing personality and career assessments, and meeting project deadlines.  They utilize schematic and strategic knowledge when developing a career action plan.  The entire research process includes accessing and organizing data through the assessments, websites, and additional services.
With a few exceptions, formative assessments prove most effective.  Students demonstrate proficiency by completing the assigned tasks on time.  Incomplete work is considered deficient.  Extraordinary work is comprises of additional information and web formats beyond the assignment guidelines.  The teacher mainly uses evaluative measures to determine the quality of the writing.  Does the writer abide by rules of essay and business writing?   Is the language and grammar appropriate?  The following table notes how the ARCL/ALA guidelines support the framework of the career project.

ICL/ICT Standards 

	Standard
	Deficient
	Sufficient
	Extraordinary

	Information Access
	Lack of certain assigned resources
	Use of assigned resources
	Variety of resources beyond those assigned in class

	Appropriate Format
	Writing formats not followed, numerous language mechanical errors noted, simple vocabulary
	Writing formats completed in a Word Processing Application, minor errors in language mechanics, appropriate vocabulary 
	Additional formats beyond word processing such as web page, PowerPoint, social networks, used

Correct use of language mechanics- distinct writing style



	Procedural Knowledge
	Some directions not followed
	Majority of directions followed
	All directions followed & completed work beyond assignment

	Procedural Knowledge
	Assignments turned in late
	Assignments turned in on time
	Assignments turned in early

	Schematic & Strategic Knowledge
	Career plan  missing certain components
	A complete career plan 
	Contingency plans included in career plan (Plan B & C)

	Organization of Data
	Hard to follow essay and/or sequence on the timeline
	Items in packet in order.  Essay and Timeline follow an appropriate format
	Essay and Timeline include additional graphic organizers to take different learners into account


APPENDIX D

Instructional Gantt Chart-One Month Career Unit

	Task
	Stakeholder(s)
	Time

	Lecture Overview of Unit with handouts
	Teacher, Students
	Week #1-Day One-1/2 class period 

	Online Career Foundations Color Test
	Students, Librarian
	Week #1-Day Two-Class period at library, website & password provided for students who need to finish work at home

	Understanding Vocational Inventories-Interpreting Tests
	Students, Teacher,  Guidance Counselor (if available)
	Week #1-Day Three-Class period, counselor provides overview of career tests,  discussion of results, begin journal during remainder of class time

	Personal Career Journal Handout
	Students
	Week #1-Day Three- Students will receive handout, will complete by next day

	Head Hunter Exercise
	Students, Teacher, 
	Week #1-Days Four + Five-Students work in small groups to determine appropriate jobs, teacher monitors progress

	Online Career Research
	Librarian, Students, Teacher
	Week #2-Days One + Two-

Librarian provides a 15-20 minute introduction of available career resources. Students retrieve and record useful websites.  They interpret assessment results and online findings to identify career. 

	Independent Career Research
	Students
	Week #2- Day Two-Five Students complete any remaining work for homework.  They will finish career research guide by the fifth day

	Task
	Stakeholder
	Time

	Resume Presentation
	Teacher, Students
	Week #2-Day Three-Teacher will present Powerpoint presentation on creating perfect resume, students will complete resume outline

	Resume Handout
	Students, Teacher
	Week #2-Day Four-Students will complete resume handout using available research information & assessment results. Teacher will monitor progress

	Resume
	Students, Teacher
	Week #2-Day Five, Week #3-Day One-With the independent research completed, students will write a rough draft resume.  After completion, one-two fellow classmates will proofread it using resume rubric. Teacher will monitor progress. Students may word process work at school if computers are available.  Otherwise, they will need to type it at home.  

	Networking
	Students, Teacher
	Week #3-Days Two + Three- The teacher will give a brief lecture on networking. Students will examine yellow pages, and other resources for contact information.  Teacher will list student selected careers so classmates who know someone in the field can provide additional information.  Students will interview person by email, phone, or in person to fill out “What’s Your Job Like Questionnaire”.


	Task
	Stakeholder
	Time

	Presentation Preparation
	Students, Teacher
	Week #3-Days Four + Five- Students will be given class time to complete any unfinished assignments.  Those who have finished the work will be allowed to use school computers to create Powerpoints, collages, etc for the career presentation. 

	Career Presentations
	Students, Teacher
	Week #4-Allotted Time Needed- Teacher will briefly discuss rubric for presenting information. Each student will give 5-10 minute presentations on their chosen career. Teachers & classmates will write comments of strengths and suggestions regarding presentation style & information. 


