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By meeting these three objectives, the school librarian  enhances  the learning experiences of  high school students. 

1.  The librarian teacher partners with faculty and students on campus.

2.  The librarian teacher promotes reading.

3.  Students develop information literacy skills with the guidance of all educators.
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During the first back-to-school staff meeting, the librarian introduces teachers to the resources available on the school library web page at http://ageltch.googlepages.com/home
Slide #5-

Image Courtesy of  

http://www.fotosearch.com/comp/ICL/ICL159/two-people-desk_~SWO_164C.jpg
 

The librarian finds willing teachers to partner with during the initial stages the collaboration process.
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The librarian and teacher determine the best opportunities to meet.  

 

1. If teachers and the librarian share the same planning & conference period, they use that time for collaboration. 

 

2. Discussions may also occur during the rare moments the  librarian steps out of the library during nutrition or lunch. 

 

3 An ideal time for an exchange may happen after school. 

 

4. The librarian sits next to  teacher partners during conferences.  During break out sessions, they share ideas.  

 

5. If the teacher and librarian establish a friendship, they may meet outside of school.
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Determine what the teacher needs during the initial meeting.   

· Does the teacher need new books, DVDS, lesson plans or online resources?  

· Would the teacher like to set up a library visit?  

· Will the librarian give a book talk for a class?

The librarian becomes an invaluable resource to the educator.
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1. During the teacher and librarian collaborations, they initially determine the nature of a class visit.

  

2. Will it consist of a general orientation or research lesson?  

 

3. The librarian needs approximately a week to gather the resources to plan an organized demonstration.

 

 4. The teacher and librarian evaluate the presentation.
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The teacher and librarian both fill out the evaluation form.  Afterwards, they discuss their conclusions for an even better visit the next time around.

1.  What was the library activity?

 

2.  Did it meet the state standards?

 

3.  Were the print and online resources helpful for the class project?

 

4.  Was the library a place of learning?  Did the computer equipment work?

 

5.  Were students actively engaged in the activity?

 

6.  Add other helpful comments and suggestions
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The librarian shares successful findings with school staff.  This opens doors for more teacher partnerships.
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The teacher librarian primarily interacts with educators.  However, the librarian also regularly engages students. 
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The majority of high school students visit the library at some point during their academic careers.  Many arrive at the library with their teachers for guidance on class projects.  Large numbers of students use the library on a regular basis.  The librarian can positively impact student lives in many ways.  

 

1.  The librarian guides students towards useful print and online resources for class projects by answering direct questions.

 

2. The librarian assists students towards making an informed decision on a career or other personal decisions

 

3. Students uncover enjoyable book titles from the knowledgeable librarian.

 

4.  The librarian organizes programs like book discussion groups & homework help.  Students are then encouraged to participate 
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Many students feel more comfortable communicating online.    

 

On the school main page and news letters , the librarian refers students to the wealth of information available on the school library website. 

 

The librarian encourages teachers to post the websites on their own web pages and blogs.  
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The first step for building strong readers is through the school library collection.  The librarian works with the library assistant, school staff, and students to showcase meaningful materials.

1.  The librarian and assistant examines the collection from circulation records and a walk through of the library as time allows

2.  Materials that are outdated, dilapidated, and otherwise useless are weeded out of the collection.

3.  The librarian regularly reads publications like School Library Journal and VOYA to further enhance the collection.

4. Teachers and students request books through direct  conversations with the librarian and through print & online surveys.
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The librarian promotes reading in various ways.

1.  Best sellers, award winners, and appealing non-fiction books are displayed on open shelves.

2.  Visitors view student and staff recommendations on the visible bulletin board. The reviews include an illustration and paragraph explanation of work's appeal.

3.  Librarian gives book talks at the teacher's request.

4.  The librarian plans programs like Teen Read Week, Black History Month, etc that coincide with reading.  

5.  As librarian arranges book discussion groups during lunch and after school as interests are uncovered.
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Students must have access to personnel and equipment to achieve information literacy.

1.  The school media librarian, library assistant, and IT department collectively work together to make the library a safe and orderly environment.

2.  The equipment students need to complete school projects are readily avialable and in good condition.
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Students need to be introduced to research strategies before beginning the research process.

1.  The teacher develops a quest, thought provoking question, inquiry for students.  This puts an end to students merely copying and pasting information. 

Examples:

In a social studies class, students act as a campaign manager for a previous president

Biology students chart and compare the social implications and medical breakthroughs of epidemics

2.  The questions build on prior student knowledge.

3.  Students have read background information on the topic

4.  Students use graphic organizers like KWL charts, Inspiration, concept maps for notetaking

 

5. Students learn how to cite sources using APA and MLA formatting 
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During initial library visits, the librarian introduces ways students can retrieve necessary information.

1.  Introduce students to subject headings found from Dewey Decimal System

2.  Teach students Boolean searches from online databases

3. Instruct students on how to create I Google Pages with useful references on hand

4. Remind students of the many resources available on school library website and local public library.
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As students conduct research, they need to determine if the print and online resources serve the purpose of the project

 

Give copies of an evaluation guide like Dr. Loertscher's " Website Evaluation Guide" on pg. 47 of 

Increasing Academic Achievement Through the Library Media Center
 

1.  Is the writer credible?  

 

 2.  Are most students able to comprehend the information?

3.  Discuss the domain of the source.  com=commercial 

edu=education, org=organization

4. Is the writer presenting both sides of the issue?

5. Does the resource include accurate information in comparison to other data?

6.  Is the information current?
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Students receive opportunities to create numerous products.  Each learn how to create the different formats from other participants.
Slide #23-
Image Courtesy of 
sitemaker.umich.edu/356.deaner/references
 

Students need to be more prepared than ever to compete in the global economy.  School library can be the epicenter of assisting teenagers with ongoing collaboration, reading promotion, and information literacy. 
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