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Foreign Currency Collection

(Part 1 A includes group members Nick Arce, Jayme Hall, and Deborah Takahashi)

Assignment one provided a- hands-on experience for incorporating features of IR into practice.  Our group applied many concepts from Library 202 into our foreign currency database.   For the second part of the project, each group member wrote a separate analysis based on the opinions of our exchange group.  

Applications to IR

Our group followed through on the principles for creating a database, stated during the first week of class.   We thoughtfully planned each component of our collection.  After deciding on foreign currency, we organized the features into coherent units.  We then created records through DB Textworks.

After completing the Attribute Elicitation Exercise, we were better prepared to construct our database.   First, the activity provided an idea for an appropriate collection.   The postcards comprised mostly of pictures rather than text.  Since the focus of the assignment was indexing objects, we consciously looked for an item of a non- bibliographic nature.  As a result, we picked foreign currency because of its illustrations and broad appeal.   After selecting the money, we found common characteristics within the samples through the attribute and logical opposite tally.  We aggregated and discriminated these descriptors into appropriate fields and validations.

Even though many people use foreign currency, we selected high school students as our target audience.  While these students may be new users to DB Textworks, most have prior knowledge of this subject.  First, they all used cash in the past.  Some gained awareness of international exchanges by traveling or living in another country. An important factor for this selection was how the indexing exercise shaped interdisciplinary learning across high school subjects.   The currencies themselves represented a significant aspect of world economies. The shapes and structure of the money constituted geometry and art features.  By the end of this assignment, students should better grasp important academic concepts across curriculums.    


Before submitting the records on DB Textworks, our group created the attributes and rules for our collection.   We defined currency as coin and paper money.  The ID number served as a pointer for classifying each individual item. For the field to have any meaning, we concluded each must consist of at least two validations.   We debated over adding countries and language as fields.  On the one hand, including these terms support principal concepts for the assignment.  However, the students must interpret the writings on the samples for identifying these descriptors.  Written language may even be non existent.   Due to the potential difficulties of this undertaking, we elected to base the remaining fields solely on physical descriptions of the money.  We included text as a field because some objects included written language; however, we used validations of script, signature, or none present to avoid the need for translations.

 We used specific phrasing for maintaining a controlled vocabulary on both the fields and validations. For example, the term geometry referred to the shapes and sides of the currency.  Only geometric terms like hexagon and circular would be included on such a validation list.   If descriptors led to varying interpretations, we wrote rules for clarification.  For example, our exchange group later discovered the term texture synonymous with construction.  Our rule stated construction was how the item was made.  That definition would work with either term.  We also utilized surrogates as a way of defining complex vocabulary words.  Most high school students would not know the meaning of dichromatic, a validation for the color scheme, if it was not defined. 
In Preparation of Part B


We handed the completed tasks to our exchange group.  They gave us oral and written feedback of the findings.  As a group, we decided to complete the written reflections individually.  First, we believed it would be easier to work separately because of the challenges of getting together for completing Part A of the assignment.    More importantly, we could derive at different conclusions.  The following assessments comprise only of my personal thoughts.
My Evaluation of the Foreign Currency Collection


Foreign currency is an excellent collection. The classification scheme from DB Textworks provides a clear format for students to follow.  They clearly recognize the items.  Searchers understand the fields because they can easily determine descriptors such as currency type, color scheme, geometry, text, design, and portrait.  The validations and surrogates mostly fit within the categories.  Not only will students be exposed to new vocabulary terms from the color and geometric validations, they will learn their meanings from the surrogates as well.    The text option permits users to examine possible signatures, scripts, and numerical options for each sample without using language conversions. The currency field lets students distinguish between different types of money.  Finally, this assignment works beautifully within an interdisciplinary framework of the high school curriculum.  Students must identify artistic, geometric, and geographic features for each item.  

Our exchange group pointed out a few features which we did not utilize from the DB Textworks.  Automatic IDs was one such example.  I do not think it would make any difference since ID #s are identified at the beginning of the query.  I disagree with their suggestion of designating automatic fields. As a high school instructor, I want students to complete each and every field.  If our group assigned automatic fields, most will only complete the required ones.  From my experience, that is the nature of teenaged students.  They only do what is expected and nothing more.  

Our indexers also provided noteworthy comments on our fields.  First, they thought currency amounts constituted a good field.  Determining money values would be useful, but users may experience difficulty in deciphering the amounts.  What if the numbers were written in a foreign language?  Perhaps, the numbers may be unnoticeable.  As a result, the problems of including money amounts outweighed the benefits.  Even though our evaluators believed searchers should be allowed to select an individual year for each currency, I thought yearly ranges were appropriate.  The structure for decades in a validation list appeared more sensible and less haphazard than for individual years.  Students could certainly figure out the time the coin was constructed from a decade list.    Adding fields for the front and back, as suggested by our exchange group, would be problematic.  On the one hand, it may be easier for users. They would closely examine the front of the currency for discovering the first set of attributes.  This process would be repeated on the back.  Our third exchange group did this exact thing by distinguishing early fields for the front side and later descriptors as the back of the plant package.  As indexers, we found this confusing when inputting attributes on the database structure.  In conclusion, having fields based on the entire appearance of the coin made easier to complete the entries for the DB Textworks.  However, users must look back and forth at the money for recording all the possible validations.

There are some changes which would be beneficial.  First, we should designate the target audience as tenth graders during their second semester of high school.   By this juncture of the school year, they would have completed nearly six months of Geometry and World History.   This provides the familiarity necessary for completing the database.  I absolutely agree with the exchange group’s assessment about combination validations for certain fields.  With the F7 key, students may type in all the possible features.  Combination is an ambiguous term especially when determining if two, three, or four sets constitute the same meaning. The construction field is necessary for ascertaining key physical characteristics.  However, “none”, when used as a validation in this field, created confusion.  Our group figured this term belonged with all the paper money samples because they lacked the metallic structure of the coins. However, these currencies are also formed in a certain way.  Since indexers can also identify physical features in paper money, texture serves as a better descriptor.  Adding paper as validation for this field also alleviates the confusion.  I concur with our exchange group over my own for including countries as a field.  Since a primary purpose of the indexing relates to world financial systems, students must recognize where the money originated.  They will not have to translate the languages from the objects because there are money books and databases available for matching currencies with nations.  When I taught economy units for my previous seventh grade World History classes, there were pictures of ancient coins in the text book.  If students could not decipher these illustrations, I referred them to online sites for finding more examples.  I am sure the same would be the case in a high school setting.  Despite the potential complexity, they could accomplish the task.  I completely agree with the exchange group for changing the portrait validations.  In high school social studies courses, students learn about political, social, and military figures.  I even remember seeing examples of the monarchy, military, and common citizenry on the certain money samples.  Therefore, validations comprising of monarchy, military figure, commoner, or none present would be more appropriate than generic listings of people.  
 Conclusion

William Moan best summarized our group’s goal for this task.  Good information organization is guided by specific standards, rules, guidelines, and community practices (Weedman, 2006, Slide 27).  Our foreign currency collection worked within this criterion. The DB Textworks provided the format for indexing and searching.  We collected the money, formulated the rules, and created records for users to find the information.  The larger community referred to future high school students and our exchangers. These fellow classmates completed the work necessary in guiding us towards the creation of a more reliable database.  As the old express goes, each individual member of our group took what he/she liked and left the rest. 
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