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Competency L
Understand the nature of research, research methods and research findings; retrieve, evaluate and synthesize scholarly and professional literature for informed decision-making by specific client groups

Academic findings enlighten specialists on professional trends.  That’s indicative throughout the library field.  I employed certain strategies to generate and synthesize texts for three research projects.


I utilized traditional methods for a Library 200 term paper titled                         “Motivating Adolescent Readers”.    I based my conclusions primarily from statistics and scholarly articles.   I incorporated APA formatting for my citations.  I started with a paragraph abstract outlining the challenges of motivating teen readers.  The early portions of this report further addressed the issue.  During the mid sections of the essay, I included worthwhile solutions from current studies.  I later concentrated on the challenges educators face when attempting to implement new approaches.  Finally, I advocated a path towards change.  High school teachers and YA librarians will find this information useful in their daily interactions with teenaged students.

While my Library 262 author report of Caroline Cooney also benefits secondary instructors and YA librarians, the research slightly differs in scope.  First, my purpose is insuring Cooney’s works are included in the library collection.  Before beginning the actual research, I read ten of Cooney’s novels.  I selected them based on book reviews and ALA recognition.  I provided an author overview in the introduction.  After briefly chronicling Cooney’s background, I thoroughly discussed literary criticisms of for each of her works.  I emphasized how Cooney discussed relevant topics for teenagers.  I further commented how certain novels work within a curricular framework.  After my analysis, I added an annotated bibliography for all the novels.


After reading through Dr. Bodart’s comments, I would construct the paper differently. Instead of including every novel per literary theme, I would include an overall one-two paragraph analysis for each work.  Readers will access the main points of the essay more easily.  However, I would keep the annotated bibliography since it provides a basic overview for each story.

I approached the research process in similar way when evaluating  May Ying Chau’s article Connecting Learning Styles and Multiple Intelligences Theories Through Learning Strategies:  An Online Tutorial for Library Instruction for a Library 250 essay.  Like the Library 200 research paper, I began with an abstract and research overview.  I also used APA formatting and other writings to support my conclusions.  However, I assessed Ying Chau’s work with this basic question in mind.  Does Ying Chau make a valid argument for the widespread implementation of multiple intelligences in daily instruction?  I praised Ying Chau for clearly describing the main educational theories.  However, I criticized her leaving out case studies to prove their effectiveness.  I also discussed the wealth of information, yet poor construction of an online tutorial Ying Chau provides towards the conclusion of her analysis.  Since Ying Chau discussed a commonly used instructional approach, her article opened up discussion among a larger group of librarians.  After posting my article on the SLIS Discussion board, several classmates commented on my findings.  I also did likewise for other students’ drafts.

Research follows along a certain vein regardless of the inquiry.  The writer needs to identify a topic.  The investigator then must retrieve appropriate resources. After evaluating the information, the scholar arrives at certain conclusions.  The actual document includes certain features such as an abstract, introduction, citations, and academic resources.  Professionals access this information to improve their daily practices.
