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Understand the system of standards and methods used to control and create information structures and apply basic principles involved in the organization and representation of knowledge

In certain respects, librarianship is more a science than an art.  That’s especially apparent in the arrangement of information structures. Librarians organize materials based on precise guidelines.  These rules vary depending on the nature of the data.   Users retrieve documents from certain systematic features.  Catalogers format records so materials will be correctly placed.  For a well constructed webpage, precise codes must be arranged in a specific sequence.  By completing certain assignments, I acquired a basic awareness of these principles.

For my final project in Library 202, my partners Kevin Casey, Mel Gonzalves Delaney, Kristen Hoffman, and I examined fifteen research articles to organize in the Inmagic DB Text works system.  We decided psychology and sociology college students were the best candidates for utilizing this information.   Even though each group member became experts on certain selections, we perused all the readings to determine fields, subject areas, pre-coordinate, and post coordinate vocabularies.  We constructed the database so students could locate documents based on knowledge of the author, title, or portions of the abstract.  As our group further discussed the writings, we uncovered common terms like behavior, design, management, and research for pre & post coordinate vocabulary terms.  This allowed students to employ natural language or Boolean searches for accessing works if they did not have the bibliographical information on hand. 

Cataloging especially requires attention to detail.    Every cataloger follows rules designed by the Library of Congress. The final Library 248 cataloging project attests to that fact. I made ten original MARC (Machine Readable Cataloging) records from basic bibliographical listings.  I used the OPAC search engine to obtain the necessary figures.  I first included type, description, illustration, audience, country, and publication dates on the top of every MARC form.  For the rest of the page, I completed area fields based on the scope of the information.  This was mostly based on whether the data was a monograph or a serial.  A monograph is one basic source like a novel or a textbook.  A serial differs in being a sequence of continual information such as a journal or a magazine subscription.  However, I didn’t find these basic distinctions helpful as I completed the assignment.   I struggled to identify any serials among the items because each of the titles suggested a one time application.  Not surprisingly, I was penalized because serials were included among the selections.   I correctly tagged certain sections like the Library of Congress # (090), Dewey # (092), Statement of Responsibility (245), Publication (260), Description (300), and Subject Headings (650) because these items remained constant.   I made pain staking efforts towards correctly capitalizing and punctuating the forms as well.  In my actual experiences at the public and school library, I can utilize Follett or other circulation templates to label information instead of completing a MARC record.  I also discovered I could copy catalog almost everything through free online sources like the Library of Congress or California Libraries Catalog.    However, I am better prepared to fulfill this particular professional undertaking because of this exercise.  Occasionally, I have created original MARC records when the data was unavailable such as foreign language resources.

Like the final cataloging assignment, I followed detailed instructions to create a useful web page from scratch for the Library 240 course project titled Scholarship Pursuit. I designed a web site consisting of five pages related to college scholarships.  I selected this topic since youth and adult customers would benefit from the information.  I built in XHTML and CSS codes with W3C verifications on every page.  I incorporated XHTML language for the content. I arranged fonts and colors in CSS templates.  Even though the details for each part varied, the general structure throughout the website was fairly consistent.  The CSS portions comprised of a blue font and white table with yellow trim.  I inserted hyperlinks, tables, and images for every section.  The most notable exceptions was the addition of a Java Script prompt & message, icons for social networks, and a musical selection on the first page. I also included a list at the end.  After completing Library 240, I converted my work from Senna to Yahoo Geocities.  Eventually, I uncovered simpler web page programs like Google Page Creator, Crawl Dog, and Synthasite.  However, I gained confidence to continue with web design after creating one of my own.  

For library patrons to acquire relevant resources, information specialists must adhere to a fundamental set of principles.  For a database like DB Textworks to be effective, appropriate fields and subject headings must be included.  Librarians place materials at the right location when they receive correct cataloging records.  Useful websites consist of a precise combination of XHTML and CSS language.   These systematic guidelines serve as an integral step towards information literacy.  
