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Competency F
Use the basic concepts and principles related to the creation, evaluation, selection, acquisition, preservation and organization of specific items or collections of information

Every library has a distinct collection to draw in customers.   The information professional’s role in assorting a compilation of resources evolves over time.  Initially, the librarian acquires, picks, and organizes the materials.   After evaluating the selections, this individual chooses the most appropriate items.  An order is then made based on available funds.  Eventually, the librarian adds or removes files.


For a Library 210 reference assignment, my partners Joanna Gee, Jack Tsuruda, and Chris Woods created a community college library collection. During our first hybrid class meeting, we selected the reference sources from a list provided by Dr. Jefferson.   

As an employee of the Pasadena Community College Library, Chris provided background information on PCC’s resources.  We each added a specific bibliographic resource, directory, atlas, abstracts, indexes, and yearbooks to the registry.  We included both print and online resources when appropriate.  At the end of the assignment, we added useful URLs for the astronomy course.  We selected this academic field after Chris informed us that it was a popular GE course.  We listed details such as bibliographical citation, purpose & usage for each resource.   We evaluated each group member’s findings through emails and the discussion board.  Chris edited all of our findings into one document.   By the end of the project, each reference material consisted of four available resources.

I applied many of the same principles for a Library 261 children’s collection.  I designed this assortment of materials in preparation for employment as a children’s librarian at a public or elementary school setting.  I organized my Word tables into two major sections of genres and chapter books.  Genres consisted of easy readers, folktales, media, non-fiction, and poetry.  I dedicated the second portion exclusively to chapter books.  I relied heavily on Tomlinson and Lynch Brown’s Essentials of children’s literature (4th ed.) because listings for every genre and award winners were included in this anthology.  I also examined online sites such as Amazon, Internet School Library Media Center, and Library Video.com for further assistance.  I recorded details for each resource including bibliographical information, brief annotation, & other recommended books.  I aimed for a mix of popular title and award winning books.  I actually referred to this list for recommending titles for the summer reading program for my first public library internship at the Irwindale Public Library. Today, I would also look more closely at ALA recommendations, Booklist, School Library Journal, Cal Lib List servs, Elementary PB wikis, and Best Selling Children’s Book Google gadgets, and other online children’s literature sites for additional guidance.

After selecting resources, it is important to acquire materials.  I focused on that aspect for a Library 266 collection assessment assignment.  I concentrated on finding books and videos on Islam for middle school and high school classes.  I previously taught seventh grade and found it difficult to obtain information on this subject.    I discovered resources such as Booklist, Best Books for Public Libraries, and Public Library Catalog were extremely helpful for accessing useful titles.  I utilized the resources at two neighborhood libraries to see what I could uncover. The task became more daunting when these facilities did not have many of these reference guides available.  However, I learned I could complete subject searches through the public library OPAC system for bibliographical listings.   I made a list of 20 current titles for the subject to determine how many books each library carried.  I also evaluated the dates of publication for the resources.  I found the libraries only had a few of these items in circulation.

At some point, the librarian evaluates the compilation.  The Library 266 comparison of two Oregon Libraries addressed this issue. I concluded more award winning and Spanish literature titles were needed at the Eugene Public Library.  Other children’s materials must be preserved.  I concurred with the Portland Community College Library’s decision of renewing or removing online database subscriptions based on student enrollment. 


Through my coursework, I recognized how collection development is a step-by-step process. The information professional carefully considers the most appropriate assortment of materials for customers.  Afterwards, items are purchased within the confines of a budget.  Finally, the librarian determines the items to preserve or weed out of the collection.
