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Competency A
Articulate the ethics, values and foundational principles of library and information professionals and their role in the promotion of intellectual freedom

Throughout the course of my library studies, I battled my inner demons regarding intellectual freedom. Even though the ALA Library Bill of Rights http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/statementspols/statementsif/librarybillrights.cfm  provides the basic guidelines for professional conduct, I would prefer restricting certain materials to patrons, particularly children, because they challenge my spiritual principles. I gradually reconciled my beliefs with my professional responsibilities. 


The Ethical Issues essay for my Library 204 course served as the first step for overcoming this challenge.  For this assignment, I closely examined book censorship at public schools.   I uncovered the 1979 U.S Supreme Court landmark decision supporting freedom of access in Island Trees Union Free School District Board of Education v. Pico case http://law.jrank.org/pages/12663/Island-Trees-Union-Free-School-District-Board-Education-v-Pico.html.  In a split 5-4 decision, the justices determined the Island Trees School Board could not remove objectionable books from the shelves.  I will incorporate the knowledge I learned about Pico and other similar legal presidencies as the basis of my collection development policy.   


I discussed two principles in my ethical issue report as a basis for selecting materials. First, is the item age appropriate?  I base this on content and readability.  For example, primary elementary school children mostly peruse picture books and easy readers. An ALA Most Challenged Work like Harry Potter will unlikely be a consideration since the overwhelming majority of primary students will be too young to read it.  In a trying economy, I will also choose items that directly support the school curriculum.  Even though a novel like Walter Dean Myer’s Fallen Angels is also on the ALA Most Challenged Work list, the plot concentrates on soldiers’ experiences during the Vietnam War.  Since students study the Vietnam War in their World & U.S History classes, it will be easier to justify this selection compared to Annie on My Mind since current instructional standards don’t address homosexuality.  

I dealt another concern over the increased availability of the internet at public libraries for a Library 266 Collection Development report titled “Library Values & Filtering”.  I weighed the pros and cons of unlimited online access at public libraries. Like many parents, I worry about the prevalence of online predators.  The U.S Congress recognized these anxieties by passing the Internet Protection Act where library funding is based on whether or not children are protected from online solicitation and other inappropriate sites.  I learned a majority of schools and public libraries place internet filters to avoid this conflict.  Yet, I appreciated the counter arguments of students being deprived of necessary information, particularly regarding health matters, as a result of these firewalls. I found a middle ground could be reached.  I support libraries, like my two internship sites, that make the internet readily available for adults, yet limit access upon parent request.   

My last informal essay for Library 262 YA Literature, towards the conclusion of my library studies, best illustrates how my convictions have strengthened and evolved over the course of time.  In this final analysis, I commented how a few of Dr. Bodart’s exercises especially challenged me to confront my positions regarding information literacy. When I first began the course, I cringed when I browsed at the list of the required novels.  I thought students had no business reading some of the works. To my surprise, I actually found many of the novels worthwhile works after actually reading them for YA database collection. Even though I commented how I could do without some of the books in my essay, I will accommodate towards others who have different tastes from me.  My thinking regarding technology also changed after observing teens for a twenty five hour observation log.  Originally, I though gaming and social networking were rather meaningless exercises.  However, I discovered that the overwhelming majority of teens only visit libraries that make these resources available to them.  I concluded that librarians can only promote literacy programs to this reluctant reading audience if they are actually on the premises.  If recreational sites accomplish this objective, I will not stand in the way. My opinions about My Space also changed after spending a portion of my required  hours evaluating this social network more closely.  Before attending a My Space seminar at the Glendora Public Library, I full heartedly supported the prevalent school policy of filtering these kinds of websites from their computer networks.  I thought My Space distracted students from learning and exposed them to legitimate dangers.  During the first part of the presentation, the Glendora detective confirmed the increase of cyber bullying and child solicitation online. However, she also included tips for keeping users safe.  The GPL librarians also reminded the audience of the many opportunities for positive social interaction through online networks.  I recognized how education is the key.  Instead of shielding students from the potential problems, we, as teacher librarians, need to teach students how to navigate these information spaces safely.  Later when I browsed through My Space more carefully, I saw some educational benefits to the service. The values issue was especially poignant for me during a class discussion where Dr. Bodart described the qualities of a censor.  She commented how censors try to protect others, especially children, from materials deemed dangerous or harmful.  I recognized some of those qualities within myself.  I will best overcome this tendency by finding a balance between accessibility and advocacy.  I will pick as wide a range of print and media materials as possible.  However, I will promote resources with the greatest appeal and educational value.

I have come to terms with how I will apply the principles of intellectual freedom in my professional practices.    I acknowledge and accept the fact that I am uncomfortable with the content of certain books and materials.  However, I only need to make the reserves available to patrons.  What if people challenge the availability of materials they deem objectionable?  While I will listen and acknowledge their concerns, I will follow through on the adopted collection development policies.  In the end, adults determine what’s best for them and their children.  My role is to allow others to find their own voices with as many available resources as possible.
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